
The Neighbourhood Nature Watch project aims to raise awareness of 

biodiversity by involving local communities in wildlife recording.  Anyone can 

get involved in this exciting new project and help to conserve Dumfries and 

Galloway’s wildlife.  There are many different aspects to the project, and 

therefore many different ways you can take part.  You can send in records for 

the surveys, follow the results on our website, meet like-minded people at the 

Conference or simply find out about the wildlife in your area when the new 

website is launched.  The Neighbourhood Nature Watch Project is an 

excellent opportunity for local people to help improve our knowledge of the 

region’s biodiversity. 

The project is run by the Dumfries and Galloway Environmental Resources 

Centre (DGERC) and is funded by a grant of almost £50,000 from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, with additional support provided by Dumfries and 

Galloway Council and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

Many of you have already taken part in one of the Neighbourhood Nature 

Watch surveys: either Adders or Swallows and House Martins.  Throughout 

the spring, members of the public have been sending in their sightings to the 

DGERC.  There has been an excellent response so far and we have received 

over 170 new Adder records and over 500 new Swallow and House Martin 

records.  The surveys will continue all year, so keep those records coming in! 

Turn over the page for more information on the survey results so far... 
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Springtime brings one of Dumfries and 

Galloway’s most exciting and least known 

animals out of hibernation.  The Adder is 

Britain’s most widespread reptile and is the 

only species of snake found regularly in 

Scotland. 

Adders can be seen in Dumfries and 

Galloway from around March to September 

and can be found in a wide range of habitats.  

Very dry areas, like the sand dunes of Torrs 

Warren, and very wet bog habitats, such as 

Silver Flowe, hold populations.  They can also 

be seen in upland habitats from the Galloway 

Hills to the Langholm Moors.  The rocky 

coastline of Galloway is one of the best 

places to see them. 

Adders can be recognised by the 

characteristic dark zigzag pattern down the 

entire length of their backs.  At the back of 

the head there is a distinctive ‘V’ or ‘X’ 

shaped marking.  Individuals can be variable in 

colour but they are usually grey, buff or 

brown in colour with vivid black or brown 

markings, but sometimes they can be 

completely black.  

The UK’s Adder population has been 

estimated at 130,000 individuals, but little is 

known about its status in Scotland.  

Anecdotal evidence suggests that numbers 

across the country are declining and it is 

hoped that this survey will improve 

knowledge of Dumfries and Galloway’s 

population so that the species can be 

conserved more effectively.  Loss of habitat is 

thought to be a major cause and afforestation 

has probably reduced Adder populations in 

Dumfries and Galloway significantly over the 

last 50 years. 

As you can see from the distribution map, 

we now know a lot more about where 

Adders can be found throughout the region.  

We are also requesting that people send in 

information about where they’ve seen 

Adders in the past so we can learn about 

how the population distribution has changed 

over time.  There have been lots of recent 

sightings around the Wigtownshire coast, an 

area where we believe they may have been 

previously under-recorded.  Have you seen 

an Adder around here in the past?  If so, we 

would be very interested to hear from you.  

We have received a huge number of records 

from Kirkcudbrightshire, with the Colvend 

Coast seeming to be a particular hotspot.  

We still have relatively few records from the 

east of the region, so if you have sightings, 

past or present, please send them in. 

Despite the Adder’s public image, this 

species is shy, non-aggressive and will only 

bite as a last means of defence, usually if 

picked up, trodden on or severely provoked 

in some other way.  It is, however, our only 

venomous snake and should therefore be 

treated with respect.  The best way to avoid 

an Adder bite is to wear stout footwear that 

protects the ankles and take care when 

sitting down in areas where they may occur. 

Adder Survey of Dumfries and Galloway 

Safety 
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Confusion Species 

Slow Worm 

Sometimes confused with the Adder but 

actually a leg-less lizard. The Slow Worm 

is smaller with glassy grey/brown skin and 

no zigzag pattern.  They are found in 

similar habitats to Adders but spend most 

of their time under rocks and vegetation.  

If you see Slow Worm send in your 

record to the DGERC. 

The Adder’s distinctive pattern 

Map showing the distribution of Adders in Dumfries and Galloway 
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Swallow and House Martin Survey of Dumfries and Galloway 

Confusion Species 

Swift 

Swifts are easily recognisable with their 

chocolate brown plumage, slim tapering body 

and scythe-like wings.  They make a distinctive 

‘screaming’ call as they fly by in groups, and 

never perch on wires like Swallows do.  This 

species is also thought to be in decline so if you 

see one send in your record to the DGERC. 

Two of Dumfries and Galloway’s favourite 

birds are being recorded in the second 

Neighbourhood Nature Watch Survey.  

Members of the public have been sending in 

their sightings since these birds started 

returning from Africa in the spring.  It is 

hoped that the survey will help to create a 

snapshot of Swallows and House Martins in 

our region and help us understand more 

about these much-loved birds. 

Swallows are small birds easily identified by 

their long pointed wings and deeply forked 

tail with streamers.  Their back and wings 

are black with a glossy dark-blue sheen.  The 

chest and underside are creamy in colour, 

and their face and throat are deep red.  

House Martins look similar but are slightly 

smaller.  Their backs are also covered with 

glossy blue-black feathers but their 

underparts are white.  The House Martin 

can be distinguished from the Swallow by its 

white rump and shorter, less forked tail. 

Swallows begin building their nests in April, 

often on beams and ledges inside sheds, 

barns and outbuildings.  They build a cup-

shaped nest out of lumps of mud which is 

later lined with straw and feathers.  House 

Martins’ are similar but they attach their 

mud nests to the outside of buildings, often 

under the eaves of houses or below hanging 

ledges on bridges.  The nest is sealed except 

for a small entrance near the top.  House 

Martins usually nests in colonies that can be 

anything from a few pairs to several hundred 

closely-packed nests.  

Swallows and House Martins are of 

conservation concern because their 

numbers have declined across Europe, but 

our survey shows that they seem to be 

doing well in Dumfries and Galloway.  The 

latest research links this wider decline with 

conditions on wintering grounds, but other 

factors affecting the availability of flying 

insects, such as drainage and changing 

agricultural practices, have also had an effect. 

Although we all know that Swallows and 

House Martins can be found across 

Dumfries and Galloway, we had very little 

data on the species distribution.   

You can see from the maps above that 

Swallows are common throughout the 

region, although there are still few sightings 

for northern Kirkcudbrightshire.  Prior to 

this year’s Survey we only had six House 

Martin records in the whole region!  You 

can see that we are beginning to get a much 

clearer picture of how their population is 

spread.  We still have no records, however, 

f or n or th er n Kir kcu dbr ightsh ire .           

Have you seen any House Martins in this 

area, or perhaps seen them nesting?  If so, 

please send in the information.   

Swallow in flight 

Swallow distribution in Dumfries and Galloway House Martin distribution in Dumfries and Galloway 

House Martin perching on a nest 
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Neighbourhood Nature Watch is grateful 

to the following organisations who have 

contributed funding and support to the 

project: 

Neighbourhood Nature Watch 
DGERC 

Solway Heritage 

Campbell House 

The Crichton 

Bankend Road 

DUMFRIES 

DG1 4ZB 

t 01387 247543 

f 01387 247556 

e nnw@dgerc.org.uk 

Contacts: 
Rebecca Johnson 
Project Officer 

 

www.dgerc.org.uk/nnw 
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Following on from the success of the first Wildlife Recording Conference in October last year, a larger, full-day event associated with the 

Neighbourhood Nature Watch project will be held on Saturday 28th October 2006 at The Crichton in Dumfries.   

The Conference, entitled ‘Natural Neighbours’, will investigate Dumfries and Galloway’s noisiest and most conspicuous wildlife and some 

of its more elusive residents.  As well as a series of  presentations from a range of speakers, the Conference will host a number of displays 

by local organisations involved in wildlife and the environment.   

So if you are interested in wildlife recording and what’s been going on around Dumfries and 

Galloway over the past year, or perhaps if you want to get involved but don’t know where 

to start, come and meet with some like-minded people and see what’s out there.  It is a 

great chance for both amateur and professional wildlife recorders to get together, providing 

a forum for discussion of people’s different interests and specialities.  We will also feed 

back the results of this year’s Adder Survey and Swallow and House Martin Survey of 

Dumfries and Galloway. 

If you are interested in attending this FREE Conference, or if you are a member of a local 

organisation and would like to display some information on your group, please contact 

Rebecca Johnson on 01387 247 543 or nnw@dgerc.org.uk. 

Wildlife Recording Conference 

One of the most exciting aspects of the Neighbourhood Nature Watch project will involve 

the development of a new website to make a vast quantity of information about the wildlife 

of Dumfries and Galloway available online.  Thousands of records, including those collected 

from the Surveys, will be made accessible to the public via an easy to search database.  Not 

only will information be available about where different species of plants and animals can be 

found, users will also be able to log information about the wildlife they have seen.  

In 2007 we will be publishing the first Wildlife Monitoring Review for Dumfries and 

Galloway.  The Review will make wildlife information available to everyone across the region 

and will publicise opportunities for future wildlife recording activities for those who wish to 

improve their skills or knowledge.  Local recorders will also have chance to contribute to 

the Review and present information about the recording work they have been carrying out 

throughout the year. 

Coming up later in the project... 

What to do if you have seen an Adder, 
Swallow or House Martin… 
You can see from previous pages that we have received a huge number 

of sightings so far from members of the public, but we still need more 

information!  Send your sightings in to Rebecca Johnson, Project Officer 

(contact details can be found to the left of this page) and follow the 

survey results at www.dgerc.org.uk/nnw. 

Remember to include the following useful information: 

• Your name 

• What you saw 

• Where you saw it 

• When you saw it 

Remember, historical sightings can be useful too - no record is too old! 
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